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Holton Parish Council virtual meeting (via Zoom) was held on Monday 14th June 
2021 starting at 7.30 pm 
 

Present: 
Chairman Robert Barter 
Vice Chairman Allan East 
Councillor Andy Murray 
Councillor Brian Pridmore 
Councillor Roger Farrow 
Parish Clerk Sonja Barter 

 
Also present: Tim Bearder (County and District Councillor) 
 
1. Apologies:  None 
1a. Declarations of interest:   None 
 
2 To confirm the Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Monday 10th 
May 2021 which had been circulated to all councillors before the meeting.  
Proposed by Andy Murray 
Seconded by Brian Pridmore      All agreed 
       
OPEN FORUM 
 
Tim Bearder – County and District Councillor explained about his new role on the 
County Highways Committee. He hopes to return to the District Planning Committee 
in due course and will endeavour to represent the Parish Council in planning issues. 
Councillor Brian Pridmore requested that the County Council cut back the hedges by 
the bicycle path alongside the A40 from Holton.  A cyclist had a head-on collision with 
another cyclist on the bend leading onto the cycle path from the Holton end. 
 
3.  Matters Arising from the Minutes:  
Website Review – Further work is needed on the content and photos on the history 
page, useful links page and link to register of interests held by SODC 
 
Bus Shelter  Notice Board repairs and painting, bus shelter fascia boards and window 
frames.  Ashley Durbridge has carried out the work.   
 
July  meeting   It was agreed to meet in the Hall Committee Room observing all 
necessary covid controls.  Apologies Andy Murray and Roger Farrow – Zoom links to 
be set up for the meeting, 
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4. Traffic, Road and Highway Matters  
Clive Laman has now retired from his Holton village maintenance work.  Clive has been 
thanked for his many years of service to the village and a note to this effect will be 
placed in the HWW News.  Richard Taylor has now taken on Clive’s work for the village 
hall and the parish council. 
 
The verges have been cut back on the Warren Farm corner in the interests of road 
safety and Richard Taylor will keep an eye on other areas and cut back by the road 
signs. 
 
Request a cut back of the hedge alongside the cycle path {Councillor Tim Bearder to 
follow up with OCC) 
 
Waterperry Road – road edge next to pavement – sprouting weeds need clearing 
and/or weed kill.  Contact OCC initially and failing that get in a contractor. 
 
5.  Financial Matters 
a. Accounts submitted for payment 
 Clerk’s Salary June       432.00 
 Clive Laman  4/5 May mowing/branch on green     90.00 
 R. Taylor Orchard May                   151.20 
 R. Taylor Churchyard May       222.00 
 Brushstrokes Decorating (Bus Shelter and Notice Board)   160.00 
 Internal Audit – Eugenia Skelly      109.00 
 Ox. Area Local Councils       146.16 
 
b. Bank balances after paying above cheques and money received. 

Deposit         £18,683.27  
Current            £1,184.82   

 
c. Holton Parish Council Accounts year end 31 March 2021. 
The Internal audit has been completed and no matters were raised. 
The Annual Governance Statement was completed at the meeting. 
The Notice of Public Rights has been published on the website and on both Notice 
Boards – the dates for comment are 3rd June – 14th July 2021. 
 
It was proposed by Allan East and seconded by Andy Murray that the Clerk’s 
Report be accepted and the accounts paid.            All Agreed 
 
6. District/County Councillors.   
Dealt with under open forum 
7. Churchyard 
The Heads of Terms have been approved and accepted by the vendor who has 
passed this onto his solicitor.  Awaiting response from the Church solicitors. 
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8. Playground Proposals 
It was agreed that the most suitable area for any play equipment would be in the top 
right-hand corner of the Orchard. Allan East to contact Earthwrights and similar 
playground equipment suppliers to arrange a site visit and get a costing and 
suggestions for a single installation with various play options included, which would 
be a suitable fit for the Orchard and surroundings. 
 
9.   Planning applications: 
P21/S51920/HH.  Oakstone House, Holton. OX33 1QF 
Erection of single storey side extension to provide enlarged utility room. 
Response:  Clarify that the neighbours have no objections to the changes.   
 
P21/S1942/HH.  Drakers, Holton. OX33 1QF 
Proposed work – erection of front porch. 
Support. 
 
P21/S1610/RM  Land at Church Farm, Holton. OX33 1PR 
Erection of 5 detached dwellings.  3 x 3-bed and 2 x 4-bed. 
Objection:  Boundary position changed with Church Farm Bungalow – not clear from 
the drawings re. access to Church Farm Bungalow – would not support  any new access 
to the highway other than the existing.  
6. Reserved matters state that “the scheme shall be designed to secure an appropriate 
market housing mix”.  Are 3 x 3 bed and 2 x 4 bed an appropriate mix?  
 
P21/S2169/HH.  The Hollies, Holton, OX33 1PR 
Removal of existing hedgerow and erection of new front wall to site curtilage/highway 
frontage. 
Objection:  The grubbing out of an existing hedge in a line of mixed hedgerows is an 
environmental issue and not something the parish council is enthusiastic about.  Along  
with the other works carried out on the other boundaries of the property which do 
not compliment or enhance the openness of the green belt.  A brick wall is not in 
keeping with the rural nature of the village – the only walls in the village are of natural 
stone and form a unique feature of the village.  We would ask that the proposal be 
looked at again and another scheme more suited to the area be submitted.   
 
P21/S2293/HH.  Trindles, Holton. OX33 1PZ 
Loft conversion including provision of rooflights and 2 rear dormer windows. 
Response:  No comments -  ensure that there are no overlooking issues 
 
10. Planning Decisions (South Oxfordshire District Council):   
None. 
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11. Reports 
Enforcement VE20/176 – Swallow Barn, Waterperry Road, Holton.  
 
Enforcement SE20/188.  Holton Field Groundworks  
No progress to report awaiting planning decisions on each site. 
 
Holton Village Hall Meeting – Bookings beginning to pick up and hall usage increasing. 
Saturday 21st August marked as the date for a Village event to be held in the Orchard 
and Holton Village Hall. 
 
Holton Orchard – Andy Murray -  Weekly use for outdoor meetings by the Guides and 
Brownies.  Casual usage of the Orchard increasing, regular mowing being carried out 
and all existing and new trees and re-wilding areas flourishing.   
 
Brookes Liaison Group – Robert Barter and Brian Pridmore – no news to report 
Brookes Residents’ Meeting – Roger Farrow – no meetings to report.  
 
12. Publications/Letters and forthcoming events 
Wheatley Good Neighbour Scheme:  Val Farmer has contacted the Parish Council  to 
see if Holton would like to join in with a Wheatley and District Good Neighbour 
Scheme and have a representative on the management team.  A note to be put in 
the forthcoming HWW News asking for interested persons or volunteers to help get 
this scheme off the ground and to be the Holton link on the management team.   
 
13. Items for discussion and/or referral to a future meeting 
None 

 

14. Date of next meeting.   The next Parish Council Meeting will be held in 
Holton Village Hall Committee Room on Monday 12th July 2021 starting at 7.30 pm.  
 
There being no further business the virtual meeting closed at 9.25 pm. 


