Bus Services
Clive Ganczarski researched  the following information.
Existing Routes -  Possibility for Diversions/Alterations
 My first look was to view the current routes and see whether there was a possibility for a bus service to be diverted or the route to be extended into Holton.
 
1.	The 400 operating between Thame and Oxford uses an Alexander Dennis Enviro400 Double Decker bus 11.4m long, 2.55m wide and 4.3m heigh, with a curb weight of 18T.  Diverting a bus of this size through the village would not be practicable and indeed getting to divert it without missing out current planned stops through Wheatley would mean it having to turn around at the village green, which I can’t see would be acceptable.
2.	The 280 operates similarly between Thame and Oxford and uses a Wright Eclipse Gemini 2 bodied Volvo B5LH Double Decker bus 11.5m long, 2.52m wide and 4.4m high.  The curb weight was not available but it is reasonable to assume it would be similar to the Alexander Dennis at 18T.  For exactly the same reasons as the 400 above this would similarly just not be practicable.
3.	The 46 operating between Milton and Oxford uses a City bus Single Decker bus 11.4m long, 2.52m wide and 2.8m high.  The bus is the same length and width as the Alexander Dennis and Wright Eclipse buses but less high obviously.  Coming from Milton, the route at present takes it along Church Rd before turn left onto Littleworth Rd.  Diverting the bus into Holton would require it to turn up Holloway Rd across the A40 and down into Holton.  If it then stopped at the bus shelter it would then need to do a U-turn to return the way it came.  If it was diverted prior to it reaching Church Rd and ran along Old London Rd and into Holton from Waterperry Rd and past the bus shelter before joining Holloway Rd back to it’s current route, would mean it missing a number of stops on London Rd and along Church Rd.  The service is run as a partnership between the Oxford Bus Company and Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons run by Raymond Blanc.  This service was set-up to facilitate Le Manoir employees travel to and from Oxford to their work.  Making an adjustment to this route would require both consultation and support from the Oxford Bus Company as well as Raymond Blanc.
4.	The X20 runs from Oxford to Aylesbury using a First Bus Double Decker similar in size and weight to the Alexander Dennis bus.  This bus mostly bypasses Wheatley apart from a couple of times a day when it runs along London Road.  For this reason and the reasons given above it doesn’t seem an appropriate candidate to consider for diversion or route alteration.
5.	The 275 operating between High Wycombe/Chinnor and Oxford similarly using a Double Decker bus for this route.  During week days there is one service to High Wycombe and 3 to Chinnor which runs along London Rd through Wheatley.  For the same reasons diversion of this bus does not seem practicable because of its size.
6.	Finally, the 49 service runs from Oxford to Cuddesdon via Denton, Garsington and Cowley.  This service operates a First Bus single decker running a limited timetable of two trips a day.  Extending this service to Holton would add an additional 3.1 miles to the journey each way.  Considering the availability of bus stops at Holton Turn and throughout Wheatley for other buses it seems unlikely that a full route extension would be considered feasible.
So what other options are there:
 a)  Request a new bus route service
 b)  Alternative solutions

a) Requesting a new bus route service
I believe this will be very hard to justify because of Holton’s proximity to existing bus routes that run through Wheatley and Holton Turn.   However, any request will need to be presented with hard evidence of need i.e. the number of people that need the service, the reasons they need it and the journeys they wish to take.  On top of that there would need to be a good number of villagers that would take up that service.
 
b) Alternative Solutions
A number of local areas run transport support, for example:
 In North Oxfordshire - Barton Good Neighbours Scheme that runs a lift by request scheme serving villages such as Sanford St Martin, Over Worton, Nether Worton, Westcot Barton, Middle Barton.

Beckley Area Good Neighbours Scheme that provides community transport for Beckley, Elsfield, Stanton St John, Forest Hill.
 
Oxfordshire Comet A bookable transport service from Oxfordshire County Council. If you are an Oxfordshire resident and don’t have access to suitable public transport, the Oxfordshire Comet can transport you from your door to any destination in Oxfordshire. It operates 10am to 2pm Mondays to Fridays (except Bank Holidays).  A payment of some sort will be required for this service.
 
Wheatley Care Scheme  A transport scheme for residents of Wheatley, Littleworth and Holton village only. Run by volunteer drivers, offering travel to all medical/dentist/hospital appointments.
 
There may well be other options available to be explored, not excluding something closer to home even.

Tim Bearder County Councillor regarding Bus Services
Buses are an essential resource that I have been fighting tooth and nail to restore after all the subsidised routes were cut in 2016.
The trouble is there is very little money to subsidise them and as they are private companies run for a profit, rather than the general benefit of Oxfordshire residents, it can be extremely challenging to get changes like the one you are suggesting - logical as they sound on paper.
To give you an example during the notification period for the new service 280, officers discussed with Oxford Bus Company the possibility of extension of the service from the centre of Oxford to/from Oxford railway station. However, to do so would require an additional bus which would lead to an extra cost of £200,000 per year to run the service - costs that are highly unlikely to be recouped through additional fares. This is therefore not considered to be a commercial proposition for the operator, especially given the very high frequency of existing services between the city centre and railway station.

The bus companies operate each service to maximise the stops per bus and so even a very small diversion to the route of the 280 would push it to another bus and then that incurs those astronomical costs.

I have worked with the wonderful county officers who have restored the 46 (which is only part paid for by Le Manoir most is Wheatley and Horspath Parish councils with some additional OCC monies) more recently we got funding for the 108 through Forest Hill, Stanton St John and Beckley and we managed to get a very infrequent service for Cuddesdon using some county mini buses. 

I will keep pushing for a service so it stays fresh in the County Officers’ minds but realistically, with a regular service running from Holton Turn and Park Hill I don't think much will change until the new houses come on stream on the Old Brookes site and even then it might be a challenge to get them back into the village itself.

