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Holton Parish Council meeting was held on Monday 8th June 2025
starting at 7.00 pm.

Present:

Vice-Chairman Allan East
Councillor Robert Barter
Councillor Andy Murray
Councillor Andrew Mobbs
Parish Clerk Sonja Barter

Chairman Brian Pridmore was held up due to a train delay and arrived at item 8 on
the agenda. Allan East took the Chair for the meeting in the Chairman’s initial
absence.

Chris Roerig joined the meeting for Open Forum.

1. Apologies: None

2. To confirm the minutes of the meeting of the council held on Monday 12th
May 2025. Subject to the addition under agenda item 14 school fencing possible

proposal. Amended minutes to be circulated and Minutes to be signed at the next
meeting.

3. Declarations of Interest — None
4. District and County Councillor Reports — No District/County Councillor in
attendance.

Tim Bearder to be contacted and requested to attend the next PC meeting in July.

5. Matters Arising from the Minutes:

e To sign Declaration of Offices of Chairman and Vice-Chairman. Completed.

e Toappoint Andy Murray to the Holton Village Hall Management Committee.
Agreed.

e Notice Board Repairs and refurbishment completed. Thank you to Andrew
Mobbs and Allan East.

e Adopt Holton Parish Council IT Policy, Document to be circulated for
comments/approval next month.

e Review Protocol for Public Participation. Reviewed and approved June 2025
and updated on website.
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6. Traffic, Road and Highway Matters
Road Safety Group — Report at Holton Parish Meeting. No further reports or
meetings.

Update on 20 mph extension — progressing and awaiting plan of the extension area
for confirmation by Parish Council.

Highways state that they are not responsible for ditch clearance but it is the
responsibility of the adjoining landowner. Awaiting response to query over the fact
that Highways clearing of the Grips blocked the ditch.

Surface water drainage outside Rosewood and High Bank and outside properties
towards the village green reportedly require investigation by other teams as
acknowledged by Hghways Liaison Officer (Chloe) following their initial
investigation. The leak appears to have moved from the original site to further down
the verge near the stop taps in the verge. Thames Water and Highways have been
informed.

Drains at Holton Turn — Water still pooling on the corner after heavy rain. Reported
to Highways.

Verge cutting scheduled for Thursday 12t" June. Map sent showing the areas of
verge to be left uncut.

Letter sent to Mr and Mrs Peart of Holton Park Cottage regarding the damaged
verges. Response received assuring the Parish Council that remedial work will be
undertaken at the end of the build.

7. Financial Matters

a. Accounts submitted for payment Total inc. VAT
Clerk’s salary -June 533.70
Employer’s National Insurance 17.50
Richard Taylor Churchyard 331.20
Richard Taylor Orchard 309.60
Richard Taylor Village Green 136.80
Printer Inks and Minute Book 87.50

b. Bank balances after paying the above amounts and monies received

Deposit £17,305.73 Current: £1,248.05

C. Monthly Cash Reconciliation with Bank Statement
Andy Murray checked the cash balances with the bank statement, agreed the figures
and signed the cash reconciliation. All agreed
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d. Holton Parish Council Notice of Public Rights. Accounting records for the year
ended 31 March 2025 available for public inspection from Tuesday 3" June until
Monday 14" July 2025 by application to the Holton Parish Council Clerk. Also all
documents on the Holton Parish Council website and advertised on the two village
notice boards.

It was proposed by Allan East and seconded by Robert Barter that the Clerk’s
Report and Accounts be accepted, cash balances reconciled and all accounts paid.
All agreed.

8. Annual Parish Meeting — Thursday 22" May 2025.

Minutes approved. General agreement that it was a good meeting with 28 villagers
attending. Helpful contributions from Crest Nicholson and Savills and members of
the village community.

Holton Village Hall AGM also in May is poorly attended by villagers and Andy Murray
suggested that the Hall AGM be held on the same evening as the Annual Parish
Meeting which might generate a better attendance. The Hall Committee to be asked
to consider if this is a practical option and complies with Charity Rules and the
purpose of the Annual Parish Meeting.

OPEN FORUM

Chris Roerig reported on his attendance at the Planning Meeting at which The Aviary
was considered. The Planners and Committee appeared deaf to his objections to the
proposed replacement buildings on The Aviary site. Disappointment that Tim
Bearder District Councillor did not speak or support the views of Holton residents
and Parish Council. Chris to contact Tim Bearder and raise various issues on the
Planning policies exercised by South Oxfordshire. The Clerk to contact Tim Bearder
and request that he attend the next Parish Council meeting in July.

Chris was thanked for his attendance at the Planning Meeting and for reporting back
to the Parish Council.

9. Churchyard extension land.
Stone walling contractor started, wall demolished and new wall underway. Future
ongoing maintenance to be considered in consultation with PCC.

10. Planning Applications. none

11. Planning Decisions: South Oxfordshire District Council:

P25/S0939/HH. Terence House, Holton. OX33 1PS.

Installation of 28 solar PV panels onto the main roof of the dwelling house.
Granted

P25/50887/FUL. Home Farm House, Holton. OX33 1QA

Use of land for residential purposes and garden. Granted
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P25/51202/FUL. The Aviary, Holton. OX33 1PZ.
Demolition of existing detached house. Erection of two new 1 and % storey four
bed-dwellings. Granted

12 Reports:

Holton Village Hall — Summer BBQ Friday 1°t August, 50" Birthday Celebrations 18"
October — Responses to request for ideas etc. for the Hall 50t to be assessed. Film
Night Friday 20%" June — Film ‘Conclave’. Spud Bud at the Hall on Friday 4™ July 5 pm
-9 pm.

Orchard Committee — Play Equipment Inspection in July cost £80.00. Andrew Mobbs
carrying out the Orchard checks — some work needed tightening up screws etc. on
the picnic benches. Andrew to carry out the work.

Brookes Liaison

Report from Savills and Crest Nicholson at the Annual Parish Meeting.
Sustainability Strategy and Constructional Environmental Management Plan
(Biodiversity) sent to PC and forwarded to interested villagers.

Query addressed to Crest Nicholson at Annual Meeting about providing a shop on
the new site.

13. Publications/Letters and forthcoming events.

Talking Tables Training Day for Clerks and Councillors Friday 18%" July 9.30 am — 4.00
pm at Wootten and Dry Sandford Community Centre. Cost £30.00. Booking available
until Friday 11 July. To be re-circulated to Councillors.

Five Councils launch two-unitary proposal for Oxfordshire and West Berkshire
Consultation. 10.30am — 1.30pm on Friday 4" July at Thame Town Hall, High Street,
Thame, OX9 3DP.

Proposal from Oxford City also to be investigated.

OALC May Newsletter circulated to Councillors.
14. Items for discussion and /or referral to a future meeting.
Brian Pridmore reported on an excellent day at the King’s Garden Party on 20™ May

when he represented the Oxfordshire Parish Councils.

Andrew Mobbs to be connected to the Parish Council WhatsApp Group. Andy Murray
to arrange.

15. Date of the Next Meeting. The next Parish Council meeting will be held on
Monday 14" July 2025 starting at 7.00 pm. The meeting closed at 8.15 pm.



