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The Holton Parish Council virtual meeting (via Zoom) was held on Monday 8th March 
2021 starting at 7.30 pm 
 

Present: 
Chairman Robert Barter 
Councillor Allan East 
Councillor Andy Murray 
Councillor Roger Farrow 
Councillor Brian Pridmore 
Parish Clerk Sonja Barter 

 
Also present: Tim Bearder (County Councillor). Christine Pearce, Dominique Park, 
Helen Hargreaves. 
 
1. Apologies:  None 
1a. Declarations of interest:   None 
 
2 To confirm the Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Monday 8th 
February 2021 which had been circulated to all councillors before the meeting.  
 
Proposed by Andy Murray 
Seconded by Allan East       All agreed 
 
OPEN FORUM 
Paul Cooke, a resident of the village and a retired orthopaedic consultant, explained 
the pros and cons of siting a defibrillator at the Village Hall and explained that Holton 
was well served by the emergency service and the likelihood of any defibrillator 
being collected and used on the patient before the emergency service appeared was 
marginal and a far better use of resources would be to offer First Aid and CPR 
training to villagers. Based on Paul’s advice it seemed that the need was not proved 
and with defibs. sited at the Rugby Club and Fire Station either end of the village 
they were available if necessary.  
 
Christine Pearce and Dominique Park answered questions regarding their planning 
application for stables at land between Swallow Barn and 2 Church End Cottages. 
 
Tim Bearder updated the Parish Council on County Council matters.  Tim was looking 
into outstanding Section 106 payments which were likely to be lost due to delay in 
claiming and therefore exceeding the claim deadline.  The CC will be looking into 
these outstanding issues.  
It was agreed to take Planning Applications at this part of the agenda as the 
applicant and objector were attending via Zoom links 
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9. Planning Applications:   
P21/S0560/FUL.  Land between Swallow Barn and 2 Church End Cottages, Waterperry 
Road, Holton.  OX33 1PW 
Erection of stable building and related works. 
The neighbour has objected to the stables being sited within 2 metres of the boundary 
fence of the garden, the ground has been raised with resultant run-off onto what is 
already a wet area and the stables are in direct sight line from the kitchen window 
resulting in loss of amenity.  The unauthorised trackway has been built on the 
boundary right against the fence line. 
The applicant would look at the siting in view of the objections. 
The Enforcement issues (Ref: SE20/173) relating to this application have not been 
addressed: creation of the access track and hardstanding, a vehicle access and gate 
has been installed where the original application stated a pedestrian gate of 1.8 
metres.  Footpath issues raised by CPRE 
Taking into account the above issues, enforcement matters not addressed and the fact 
that an amendment might be added to the application the Parish Council objected to 
the application. 
 
3.  Matters Arising from the Minutes:  
Website -  Updating and completion of most pages on the website has been carried 
out .  Further work on the input of content and photos on the history page needed.    
 
Bus Shelter –  Replacement tiles and moss removed from the roof.  It was noted by 
the contractor there were a few broken tiles along the ridge line and these could be 
replaced and the ridge tiles reset along with repairs made to the mortar at the roof 
edges.  All water tight at the moment, these repairs would cost £200 labour and £25 
- £40 for tiles depending on how many are broken.  This work could be carried out in 
the summer.  Decided not to proceed at the present. 
 
Brookes Liaison Group:  The Chairman to make contact with Brookes and arrange 
another meeting and update.    
 
Defibrillator.  
Dealt with under open forum.  Paul Cooke. 
 
Replacement Litter Bin Holton Turn. 
The bin has been replaced. 
 
Litter Blitz (socially distanced) Saturday 20th March 2021 10-12 
Start 10 am from Holton Village Hall.  Litter pickers and hi vis vests available.  Notices 
on the two notice boards and in the March HWW News. 
Cherry Tree on Village Green. 
Allan East and Andy Murray to prune the tree at the correct time for such work. 
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4. Traffic, Road and Highway Matters  
Terence House building work, mud on the road and parking of vehicles. Tracy 
Morton Highways is being kept informed. 
Road sweeping has been carried out and there is an improvement. 
A note outlining the many steps taken by individuals and the Parish Council in order 
to get any action from Highways or for the builder to resolve these issues could be 
put in the HWW News.   
 
Blocked drains throughout the village have been reported to Highways 
 
Leaking manhole cover just past the bridge on the Waterperry Road r/h side heading 
towards the Fire Station.  The water has been leaking from there for months, the 
road surface is eroding.  This has been reported on numerous occasions by many 
individuals.  Holton PC to insist that remedial work is carried out on that drain. 
 
A40 litter and armchair first reported in 2018.  Appears to have been forgotten and 
has been reactivated again and there will be a litter clear up when the A40 is next 
closed. 
 
5.  Financial Matters 
a. Accounts submitted for payment 
 Clerk’s Salary March       396.00 
 Clive Laman        200.00 
 Simply Sorted (Patrick Green) Bus Shelter Roof     45.00 
 PWLC Loan Payment Orchard      998.54 
 PC Expenses Oct – Feb 2021        62.83 
 Use of Home Office April 2020-March 2021    152.00 
 Printer Inks March PC expenses       91.59 

 
Received 

 Grant for Orchard improvements (District Council)  360.00 
 VAT Reclaim March 2020-February 2021 (not received )     1559.09  
      
b. Bank balances after paying above cheques and money received. 

Deposit         £10,815.81        
Current               £931.07  (awaiting VAT £1559.09) 

 
c. CIL Fund Changes 
 Clarification has been received on the CIL payments.  The Brookes site is in 
the Parish of Holton so Holton receives the CIL payment.  The site is in a 
Neighbourhood Plan so the payment is 25% for the proportion of the site in the NP 
and the remainder of the site outside the neighbourhood plan receives 15% or £100  
per existing household whichever is the smaller.  The above is dependent on the  
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Neighbourhood Plan being adopted and finalised before the approval of reserved 
matters is granted. 
 
It was proposed by Allan East and seconded by Andy Murray that the Clerk’s 
Report be accepted and the accounts paid.            All Agreed 
 
6. District/County Councillors.   
County Councillor Tim Bearder - Dealt with under Open Forum 
 
7. Churchyard 
The landowner Richard Hunt will be contacting his legal representatives and 
instructing them to start the process.  David Bendor Samuel has agreement from the 
Church representatives and will be providing the contact details of their legal 
representatives shortly.  Reminders to be sent to both parties.   
 
8. Playground Proposals 
Allan East has circulated details of local playground facilities and suggested that 
Parish Councillors take a look at local playgrounds to get an idea of what is available.  
It was agreed that the Parish Councillors would meet at the Orchard to get an idea of 
the area available in the Orchard and what would be a suitable fit into the space. 
    
9.   Planning applications – dealt with earlier in the meeting  
 
10. Planning Decisions (South Oxfordshire District Council):         None 
       
11. Reports 
Enforcement VE20/176 – Swallow Barn, Waterperry Road, Holton.  
Planning application P21/S0560/FUL.  Erection of stable building and related works.  
The planning application does not address the issues raised in the Enforcement 
Report. 
Enforcement SE20/188.  Holton Field Groundworks – not yet been able to appoint an 
officer to the case. Further groundwork and laying of access roadway reported. 
 
12. Publications/Letters and forthcoming events 
Census 2021 on March 21st. 
 
13.  Items for discussion and/or referral to a future meeting:    
Annual Parish Meeting advised to be held after June 21st and before the end of June. 
Dates suggested Friday 25th June or that week – check with village hall.  
 
Contact owners of overdue Scarecrows – Andy Murray.    

14. Date of next meeting.   The next Parish Council Meeting will be held via 
Zoom on Monday 12th April 2021 starting at 7.30 pm.   
There being no further business the virtual meeting closed at 9.15 pm. 


