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Holton Parish Council meeting was held on Monday 8th December
2025 starting at 7.00 pm.

Present:

Chairman Brian Pridmore
Vice-Chairman Allan East
Councillor Robert Barter
Councillor Andy Murray
Councillor Andrew Mobbs
Parish Clerk Sonja Barter

Also present:

1. Apologies: none
2. The minutes of the meetings of the council held on Monday 10™ November
2025 were confirmed. Proposed Robert Barter and seconded Andrew Mobbs.

All agreed
3. Declarations of Interest — Brian Pridmore declared an interest in planning

application P25/52977/HH Kirton House, Holton and signed the Interest Book.
OPEN FORUM - None

4, District and County Councillor Reports — No District or County Councillor
present.

5. Matters Arising from the Minutes:
Salt Bin ordered and will be in place shortly

6. Traffic, Road and Highway Matters

Update on 20 mph extension — progressing and still awaiting plan of the extension
area despite numerous requests. New staff have been drafted into the Highways
department so progress may be made.

Surface water drainage between Poplar Mead, Rosewood, High Bank and Home
Farm House Lane and further down the road outside Carina and Terence House have
been reported to Highways yet again. The recent Thames Water investigation was
not in this area and Highways and County Councillor Tim Bearder have been urged to
visit the site and start a thorough investigation into the source of the water and a
method of taking the water away from the road surface. The road surface is eroding
in places where it is constantly under water and will be a serious danger to road
users when colder weather arrives and the surface becomes icy.
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Drains at Holton Turn — Highways have acknowledged that there is a problem and
have it in hand to deal with the issue concerning 12 drains. Highways Engagement
Team email 29 July 2025 (Chloe).

The contractor has quoted for cutting the hedges this winter. Unfortunately the
costs are considerably higher than in the previous year and beyond the PC budget
even allowing for contributions from some hedge owners. A local hedge cutting
contractor has been contacted and he is looking into quoting for the village roadside
hedge cut this winter.

Noted that the Holton Orchard hedge along the roadside boundary line is in need of
a cut back.

Stocks Tree condition report from the OCC Tree Officer Ashley Stevens — Signs of
fungal and bacterial infections and significant rot in the stem. Recommend removal
of the tree. The Parish Council have requested that the tree be removed at ground
level and the stump ground out. This has been agreed with OCC Highways and the
work will be carried out shortly by OCC as landowner.

Verge damage reported by residents at Buryhook Corner —the three local farmers to
be contacted and made aware of the verge damage and of the utility supply junction
boxes and utility access points housed in the verges which are looking vulnerable and
in danger of being driven over and damaged as the verges get eroded more and
more.

Extensive verge damage and parking issues outside Holton Park Cottage/Birchwood
House —the home owners have been advised of the concerns of local residents and
road users. Measures to open up more parking on the site have been put in place
and the home owners have assured the Council that once the build is over all the
verges will be repaired and re-instated.

The situation is to date as bad and if not worse than ever and SODC Planning to be
advised of the situation and requested to investigate the site P25/52464/S73 and put
measures in place to ensure that the build conforms with the planning regulations
and site management conditions.

Pavement along the Waterperry Road from T-junction corner to entrance to what
was the Brookes site — vegetation encroaching onto the footway. Report to
Highways Asset Response Team who will send a team to tackle such issues.

7. Financial Matters

a. Payments submitted for approval Total inc. VAT
Payments: December
Clerk’s salary -December 550.50



643

Xmas Lights batteries 10.49
Amazon Inks Black (Nov) 36.79
Microsoft 365 Cloud storage annual (Nov) 19.99
Hugo Fox monthly emails (Nov) 20.99
Bank Monthly service charge 4.25

Receipts: December
Holton Village Hall Orchard 2025 Donations 122.50

Bank balances after paying the above amounts and monies received
Deposit £19,258.21 Current: £1,205.55

Monthly Cash Reconciliation with Bank Statement
Andy Murray checked the cash balances with the bank statement, agreed the
figures and signed the cash reconciliation.

To review and approve Precept 2026/27 circulated prior to meeting.

The provisions for Parish Council specific accountancy software were
deferred for now and the provision of £500 moved into the contingency
making that figure £6,500. Provision was made for a Microsoft 365 Upgrade
and Antivirus software.

The agreed Precept for 2026/27 was £20,818

Proposed by Andy Murray and seconded by Andrew Mobbs. All agreed

The Precept request form to be completed and forwarded to Finance at
SODC.

To discuss CIL monies and future expenditure.

Total held at 31 March 2025 £2,006.46 to be spent by October 2029

Total added at April 2025 £2,737.20 to be spent by April 2030

£180.00 paid end of October to be spent by October 2030

Total £4,923.66

Awaiting response regarding future CIL payments due to Holton from the
Brookes development. SODC Infrastructure Claims awaiting the completion
of the Developer Liability Notice.

Proposed that in the new year consult with villagers on suggestions for the
spending of the CIL monies.

It was proposed by Robert Barter and seconded by Andy Murray that the
Clerk’s Report and Accounts be accepted, cash balances reconciled and all
accounts paid. All agreed.
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8. Churchyard Extension Land
Two quotes have been received for the removal of the iron railings, refurbishing of
the original ornate railings and gate for re-use along the boundary with Hunt’s access

lane, disposal of the concrete bases and remaining railings (Scrap value if possible),
hiring of a skip to clear the site, removal of tree roots in the demolished wall area
and levelling of the site to be made ready for re-seeding in the spring.

Finally installing estate fencing along the remainder of the access track.

To discuss the re-seeding and land management options when the site is prepared in
the spring.
Ongoing maintenance plans and costs to be assessed in due course.

The balance of the provision held by the Parish Council for the Churchyard Extension
of £1,945 to be spent on the cost of removing the railings.

It was proposed by Brian Pridmore and seconded by Robert Barter that the amount
of £1,945 be allocated to the completion of the Churchyard Extension Project.
All agreed

9. Wheatley Park School — Boundary Fence Proposals

Immediate neighbours of the site have concerns about the removal of existing
hedging and trees during the erection of the new boundary fencing. Trees were
felled on 6-7 December along the boundary line with St. Andrews Field. The school
to be contacted regarding plans to remove existing mature hedges and trees
originally planted to enhance the site and to limit the intrusion of light and buildings
onto the village of Holton.

10. Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan

Brian Pridmore previously attended a meeting of the Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan
committee. The NP plan is being updated and it has been suggested that Holton
might wish to be included in the updated plan. Further information has been
requested before any decision is made.

11. Local Authority Reorganisation — Unitary Authority - Response to Proposals
The options for Unitary reform in Oxfordshire were presented to the Minister at the
end of November.

A statutory consultation will likely take place in early 2026, giving residents,
businesses and stakeholders the opportunity to share their views on all the
proposals for Oxfordshire before any decisions are made.

The government is expected to announce its decision in early summer 2026.

In May 2027, elections will take place for a shadow authority (or authorities) — a
temporary governing body established during the transition period to a new council.
A new council(s) will potentially come into effect on 1 April 2028
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12. Planning Applications:

P25/S2977/HH Kirton House, Holton. OX33 1PS

Proposed partial demolition of existing attached double garage to provide residential
accommodation. Retaining off street car parking to house frontage. Amendment 2.
The amendments have reduced the building from a two storey to single storey with a
flat roof rooflights and a separate access from the house. No objection

13. Planning Decisions: South Oxfordshire District Council:

No decision on Holton Park Cottage retention, overdue from anticipated decision
date of September 29. Planning to be asked about the policy regarding CIL if the
retention of Holton Park Cottage is approved . Would SODC then claim a CIL liability
for the new development if the original Holton Park Cottage was not demolished.

14. Reports
Holton Village Hall: Quiz Night 14" November, Craft Fair 15" November, Film Night
28™ November. Solar Panel Grant applications responses look encouraging.

Brookes Development — road names put forward by Holton:
These have been accepted including the retention of Holton Park Driveway for the
spine road through the site.

Orchard — Monthly reports and repairs update: Weekly checks carried out by
Andrew Mobbs and spreadsheet copy received by PC. No problems to report.
ROSPA outstanding fault report (finger entrapment). Further information requested
on the location.

Orchard User Guide Update — The draft prepared by Brian Pridmore has been
amended by Parish Councillors and the draft document to be approved and then
forwarded to the Hall Booking Secretary for his comments.

Earthworks, the play equipment manufacturer and installer, do not advise a need for
a notice indicating age limits on equipment use.

ROSPA inspection recommends that the ownership of the Orchard/Play Equipment
and contact details be placed on the small entrance gate.

Discussion on the need to add ‘Unsupervised Play Area’ Agreed that this should be
on the sign. The Insurance Company advise that the Parish Council determine where
and if supervision is necessary. The Parish Council consider that supervision is not
necessary and has not been found to be required in the two years that the play
equipment has been in situ.

15 Publications/Letters and forthcoming events

OALC November Newsletters circulated. Note: Preparing for Assertion 10, AGAR,
Training and Courses, Employment Update.

Assertion 10 Advice from NALC Webinar attended by the Clerk (Circulated). Data
handling policy and IT Policy (NALC to provide an updated IT Policy in the new year).
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Holton PC is compliant with the Assertion 10 requirements regarding website and
gov.uk emails.

16. Items for discussion and/or referral to a future meeting

Wheatley Sports Strategy Meeting — 10 year sport and leisure strategy session on 9t
December 3.30 pm at WP School. Brian Pridmore unable to attend, Robert Barter to
attend on behalf of Holton Parish Council and report back.

Future meetings: Attendance of Councillors confirmed for January meeting. Allan
East unable to attend in February.

17. Date of the Next Meeting — Monday 12" January 2026.

The meeting closed at 9.40 pm.



